Bronchopulmonary helminths of roe deer (Capreolus capreolus) in the northwest of Spain.
From 1993 to 1995, 148 hunter killed roe deer (Capreolus capreolus L.) from game reserves in Lugo (northwestern Spain) were examined for lungworm infection. The overall prevalence of infection was high (66.2%). Infections were comprised to two species, Varestrongylus capreoli and Dictyocaulus noerneri with a prevalence of 62.0 and 18.2%, respectively. Significant differences in the prevalence and larval burdens in lungs and faecal samples were observed between different locations. The highest overall prevalence of lungworm infection was observed in the large reserve at Ancares (78%) in comparison to that in smaller reserves (61.7%). Considering that the species recorded in this study are highly host-specific, it is unlikely that roe deer represent a significant reservoir of lungworm transmissible to domestic ruminants in northwestern Spain.